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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO INT-05 /018W 

092267 050335Z/20 

R 040705Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3985 

UNCLAS CANBERRA 6173 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TPHY, TGEN, AS, XV 

SUB J : ACCEPTANCE AND RETENTION OF ANTARCTIC MEDALLION BY 
DAVIS SCHNEIDER, USGS 

REF: STATE 092582 


1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A NOTE (1535/13/1) FROM GOA REFERRING 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS' NOTE OF APRIL 4, 1978 
INQUIRING CONCERNING THE PROPOSED AWARD OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
POLAR MEDAL TO AN AMERICAN CITIZEN, MR. DAVID SCHNEIDER. 

2. THE DFA REQUESTS ADVICE ON WHETHER THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT HAS GRANTED APPROVAL FOR MR. SCHNEIDER TO ACCEPT 
AND RETAIN THE AWARD. 


3. ACTION REQUESTED. EMBASSY HAS NOW ALSO RECEIVED STATE 
A-5155 CLARIFYING THE PROVISIONS OF PL - 95 - 105 EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 1978 WITH RESPECT TO EMPLOYING AGENCY AUTHORITY 
TO APPROVE ACCEPTANCE AND RETENTION OF DECORATIONS TENDERED 
THEIR EMPLOYEES. HOWEVER, THE USGS HAS NOT PROVIDED THE 
GUIDANCE TO THE EMBASSY AS NOTED IN REFTEL. THE DEPARTMENT 
IS REQUESTED TO OBTAIN AND TO TRANSMIT TO THE EMBASSY (OR 
TO REQUESTS THE USGS TO DO SO) THE APPROPRIATE GUIDANCE IN 
ORDER THAT A REPLY MAY BE GIVEN - IN GOOD TIME- TO THE 
GOA. 
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